GEORGE THE THIRD
instead of the innocent pleasures which had followed their
Coronation he introduced the habit of the ' evening at home/
when he read either to himself or to Charlotte and she did
embroidery or played and sang to him. Simplicity of life did
not interfere with their happiness in the least; but it deprived
Charlotte of the one thing of which she stood most in need of
—a knowledge of the world and of the people who were her
husband's subjects. No one could come into her presence without
first explaining his or her business to Mistress von Schwellenberg;
and the members of the English nobility were far too proud
and independent to wait upon the favours of a coarse German
maid-of-honour. The absence of hospitality at Court was in
marked contrast to the generous hospitality which was freely
offered in the homes of the people of England.
From the first the Dowager-Princess treated the Queen as a
child. George 'himself knew that such would be the case, for
some years later his brother, William, Duke of Gloucester, said:
He [the King] had told me that he had given her [the Queen] a
cautioa never to be alone with my mother, for she was an artful
woman and would try to govern her.
But his mother was too strong for him; and though he himself
may have wanted to shield his young wife from her interference
his loyalty as a son prevented him ever from doing so. The
Dowager-Princess was determined to make the Queen realize
that a mother-in-law's power was as great as a husband's. Soon
after the Coronation it was arranged that the King and Queen
should take the Sacrament together in St Paul's. Charlotte had
promised her mother that she would always approach the Altar
unadorned with jewelry. The Dowager-Princess heard of this,
and she at once resolved that the Queen must wear her jewels.
To George she advanced all sorts of arguments as to why the
Queen's promise to her dead mother ought not to be respected.
He pleaded for his wife, but in the end it was he who commanded
Charlotte to put on her jewels, and not even her tears could make
him realize that he should have thwarted his mother's pettiness
and spite.
Charlotte had been well brought up: they had told her that
her husband would always know best, and it was therefore not
for her to question his decisions. Not for nothing had they
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